
NEW SECTION

WAC 308-61-195  Abandoned recreational vehicle—Criteria and re-
quired information.  (1) What costs will be reimbursed? Vehicles will 
be reimbursed for qualified towing, transporting, storing, disman-
tling, and disposal costs commencing May 1, 2019, and after. Activi-
ties prior to May 1, 2019, are not reimbursable.

(2) What are the criteria for an abandoned recreational vehicle 
to be eligible for reimbursement? The vehicle must:

(a) Be impounded from public property;
(b) Be abandoned pursuant to chapter 46.55 RCW;
(c) Have the last known registered owner be unknown after a rea-

sonable effort compliant with RCW 46.55.100;
(d) Have received no bids at auction; or
(e) Be declared an abandoned junk vehicle by a law enforcement 

officer.
(3) What vehicle information must be provided to the department 

upon request for reimbursement? All required information, if known, as 
listed on the department-approved form, to include at a minimum:

(a) Vehicle identification number (VIN);
(b) Model year;
(c) Make;
(d) Model;
(e) Body style;
(f) Length;
(g) Vehicle type;
(h) Plate number; and
(i) Plate state.

NEW SECTION

WAC 308-61-197  Abandoned recreational vehicle—Application and 
review.  (1) What is the application process?

(a) All vehicles must first be handled through the abandoned ve-
hicle process with an abandoned vehicle report (AVR) submitted to the 
department, or through the junk vehicle affidavit process.

(b) The requestor asking for reimbursement must be one of the 
following businesses and be licensed at time of the activity in which 
requesting reimbursement:

(i) A registered tow truck operator (RTTO), as defined by RCW 
46.55.010(7);

(ii) A vehicle wrecker, as defined by RCW 46.80.010(5);
(iii) A scrap processor, as defined by RCW 46.79.010(2);
(iv) A scrap metal business, as defined by RCW 19.290.010(10).
(c) Each business must complete their process before making ap-

plication for reimbursement for that vehicle:
(i) An RTTO's process is considered complete when the vehicle is 

moved to a licensed vehicle wrecker or scrap processor for disposal. A 
written record of delivery to a licensed dismantler or authorized dis-
posal site will also be required with the abandoned recreational vehi-
cle application. A copy of that report shall be maintained in the 
RTTO's vehicle transaction file.
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(ii) A vehicle wrecker, scrap processor, or scrap metal busi-
ness's process is considered complete when the vehicle has been dis-
mantled and/or destroyed in a way that no major component remains use-
able as the original vehicle. It shall be included on the wrecker 
monthly report as a destroyed vehicle and a certificate of fact 
(available on the department's web site) stating that the vehicle has 
been properly and completely destroyed in such manner as to not be 
usable as a vehicle, again.

(d) A request must be submitted on a form prescribed by the de-
partment and include a copy of the original AVR, junk title affidavit 
or title or wrecker/salvage processor monthly report and complete sup-
porting documentation including written record of transport to a li-
censed dismantler or disposal site and all receipts verifying all 
costs requested for reimbursement.

(e) The RTTO, vehicle wrecker, scrap processor, or scrap metal 
business must submit their request for reimbursement by the end of the 
subsequent month following the activity.

(2) What is the review process?
(a) All requests will be reviewed and processed in the order re-

ceived.
(b) The application and all required supporting documentation 

will be reviewed for the vehicle's eligibility and completeness.
(c) Once all qualifying criteria are met, a notation will be made 

on the record for that vehicle or a new record will be created for the 
vehicle.

(d) All vehicles reviewed will be grouped by each individual 
business submitting the request and in the order received in order to 
process one monthly payment.

(e) A vehicle summary and totals will be calculated and a dis-
bursement will be ordered by the fifth business day of the following 
month.

(f) Incomplete applications will be returned to the business and 
will be eligible for reconsideration based on the new date of submis-
sion.

(3) Can I appeal an application that has been denied reimburse-
ment?

(a) Yes. If an abandoned recreational vehicle has been denied for 
reimbursement by the department, the business shall be notified by the 
department in writing what information is required to complete the ap-
plication for reimbursement or the reasons why the vehicle failed to 
meet the required criteria. The vehicle may be resubmitted with any 
required information for additional review.

(b) If the appeal has been reviewed and the vehicle is found to 
meet all requirements for reimbursement, the vehicle will be processed 
in the current month and order the appeal was received. Disbursements 
will be made by the fifth business day of the following month.

NEW SECTION

WAC 308-61-203  Abandoned recreational vehicle—Reimbursements. 
(1) When will the reimbursement happen? The abandoned RV program man-
ager will process all reimbursement by the fifth business day of the 
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month following the month that the reimbursement was received on vehi-
cles that have met all criteria for eligibility.

(2) How/when will I get notified of the reimbursement?
(a) No confirmation of receipt for an application for reimburse-

ment will be sent on any vehicle.
(b) If a qualified business is receiving a reimbursement for any 

vehicles that have been submitted, the business will receive one pay-
ment for the total of any qualified disbursements processed during the 
prior month along with a letter of confirmation for the vehicles in-
cluded in that reimbursement.

(c) If a vehicle is not eligible for reimbursement, the depart-
ment shall notify the business of the determination in writing.

(3) What if funds for reimbursements are unavailable? The reim-
bursements are dependent upon sufficient funding within the abandoned 
recreational vehicle account. If sufficient funds are not currently 
available when an otherwise eligible request is received, the depart-
ment will hold the request in the order it was received. The depart-
ment shall notify the requestor in writing that the request is being 
held. When funding within the abandoned recreational vehicle account 
is sufficient for disbursement the department will process requests 
being held for that business in the order they were received.

NEW SECTION

WAC 308-61-207  Abandoned recreational vehicle—Turning over col-
lections to the department.  What if funds are received through col-
lection efforts after receiving reimbursement from the department? Any 
funds received by the registered tow truck operator, wrecker, vehicle 
scrap, or scrap metal business as a result of collection activities 
shall be turned over to the department for any vehicles the business 
received reimbursements for.

NEW SECTION

WAC 308-61-215  Abandoned recreational vehicle—Rates and caps. 
At what rate will reimbursements be for?

(1) The costs will be reimbursed at a standardized scheduled 
rate:

Item
Standard 

Rate Cap
Towing and Transport (Increment Per Hour -
 Maximum Three Hours Total for Identified Class)
Class A Tow Vehicle 
(including - D and E) $105.00/hr. $315.00
Class B Tow Vehicle $120.00/hr. $360.00
Class C Tow Vehicle 
(including - B2 and S1) $175.00/hr. $525.00
Storage (Increment Per Day - Maximum 10 Days Total)
Standard Storage $35.00/day $350.00
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Item
Standard 

Rate Cap
Dismantling and Disposal (Increment Per Foot -
 Maximum per Identified Vehicle Category)
Motor Homes (Up to 35') $70.00/ft. $2,450.00
Travel Trailers (Up to 25') $70.00/ft. $1,750.00
Campers (Up to 15') $70.00/ft. $1,050.00

(2) Standard rates apply to:
(a) Hourly increment of towing and transport by tow vehicle class 

(i.e., a class 'B' tow vehicle used for two hours is two hundred forty 
dollars; a class 'C' tow vehicle used for four hours is capped at five 
hundred twenty dollars).

(b) Days of storage incurred (i.e., a vehicle stored for eight 
days is two hundred eighty dollars; a vehicle stored for twenty-five 
days is capped at three hundred fifty dollars).

(c) Classification of abandoned recreational vehicle dismantled 
and disposed up to the cap for that item (i.e., dismantling and dis-
posal of a twenty-seven foot motor home is one thousand eight hundred 
ninety dollars; dismantling and disposal of a thirty foot travel 
trailer is capped at one thousand seven hundred fifty dollars).

(d) Total length of the recreational vehicle shall be determined 
by measuring the vehicle type as follows:

(i) Motor homes: Measured in feet of total length from the front 
bumper to the rear bumper, excluding attached storage boxes or trailer 
or tow hitches.

(ii) Travel trailers: Measured in feet of total length from the 
front of the box to the rear bumper, excluding the front trailer 
tongue, attached storage boxes or any additional trailer or tow hitch-
es from rear bumper. Fifth-wheel trailers may include the front-cap.

(iii) Campers: Measured in feet of total length from the front of 
the cab-over box to the rear of the box, excluding any attached stor-
age boxes or other accessories.
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